Sliders alternate
forward and back

be used with traction tires.) A Faul-
haber motor drives the cleaning
sliders through a pair of cams.

The wheel cleaner requires a
1%" x 11'%" slot cut in the roadbed.
The unit drops into the slot and is
secured with small screws through
the mounting flanges, which are
%" thick. Once installed, the clean-
ing sliders on our HO sample were
the same height as code 100 track.
Next, both approach tracks must
be laid so the inside faces of the
railheads are aligned with the slid-
ers. The instructions also explain
how to position the approach track
ends to clear the cleaner’s oscillat-
ing movement.

Wiring consists of connecting
one wire for each rail and two for
the motor, which requires a regu-
lated 12-volt DC supply. On DCC
Tayouts, the cleaner motor can be
controlled with a dedicated loco-
motive decoder.

When activated, both cleaning
sliders move back and forth in
opposite directions, parallel to the
track. As the train passes over the
cleaner every wheel is gently
scrubbed clean. A pair of long
springs (just inside the cleaning
bars) contact the backs of the loco-
motive wheels to maintain electri-
cal pickup while the treads are
cleaned. Since the bars move in
opposite directions, they also clean
both car wheels on each axle.

As the cleaning strips get dirty,
the sliders can be lifted out, turned
around, and swapped from side to

side. The polishing strips are self
adhesive and may be easily
changed when the need arises.
Either felt or abrasive cleaning
strips can be used and isopropyl
alcohol may be added to the felt
strips to speed the removal of
heavy dirt without harming trac-
tion tires. Replacement strips are
available separately in packs of 20.

The tabletop sample shown here
includes a center third rail for use
with some brands of European
trains. The layout version is the
same machine without the clear
plastic base.

This cleaning machine can elim-
inate a lot of time consuming and
messy cleaning, —J. D. H.

I:’ Powered wheel cleaner

Price: HO layout version,
$192.85*; HO tabletop version,
$248.00*; pack of 20 replace-
ment cleaning strips, $8.42*
*varies with exchange rate

Manufacturer

Lux-Modellbau

Model Railroad Solutions, importer
1195 Velrose Dr.

Kelowna, B. C., Canada V1X 6R7
www.mrsonline.net

Description

Ready-to-install wheel cleaner
Features

Powered wheel cleaning action
Faulhaber motor

* RITE WEY™
HO & N WEIGHT KITS
‘www.adairshops.com
See your doaler or order direct at 1-866-414-3275
RITEWEY" THIN WEIGHTS by ADAIR SHOPS™
2400 Kerper Bl Unit #5, Dubugue, 4 52001
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Automatic Digital
TURNTABLE INDEXING

Indexes Both
Bridge Ends

N thru O ¢ Easy to Install * Very Accurate
The Turntable system that actually works!
$359 Complete Package
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Turn your PC into a §
Centralized Traffic

Control Facility! ™

Monitor and cont the

' Al gauges, Zto 6

« DEC or conventional
o Just plug and play
» Easy-to-use software
o Works on any PC

operation of your entire

model railroad from a
the-art control

console displayed in ful-
your PG screen.

Automate signals, tumouts, reversing loops, saund,
Tighting, colision avoidance, and much more.

Make your trains obey signas, make station stops, or
run according to time tables. Configure. foutes and
dispatch trans with a single click of the mouse

Al automatically from your P..

Introducing the *Train-Brain, " the fast, affordable viay
1o add computer control o your mocel airoed

Tk computer control Is too expensive? Dur starter
kit with all the hardware and software ngeded to get
o model rallroad computer control osls just $99.

www.cti-electronics.com
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